GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF AGRICULTURAL POLICY

Kentucky Agricultural

Development Fund Update

ADF Board Meetings in Review

t its March and April meetings,

the Kentucky Agricultural De-

velopment Board approved just
under $6.1 million in diversification pro-
jects for Kentucky agriculture.

Fourteen non-model projects were
approved for $290,719 in county funds,
$1,146,000 in state funds, and $22,700 in
KCADE funds. These projects ranged in
scope a youth master cattleman program

to a farm-based salsa operation.

The balance of funds approved were
for the eight county model programs.
County model programs are designed to
provide farmers with cost-share funding
to allow them to improve and diversify
their current production practices.

Agricultural Diversification
$469,425 / 13 counties
Fencing Improvement
$860,360 / 14 counties
Forage Improvement
$922,602 / 16 counties
Cattle Genetics Improvement
$282,300 / 11 counties
Goat Diversification
$111,546 / 6 counties
Cattle Handling
$812,876 / 17 counties
Hay, Straw, Commodity
Storage
$1,073,453 / 18 counties

On-farm Water Enhancement
$66,281 / 3 counties

At the March meeting, The Van Er-
den Group and KY State University
(KSU) presented the study results for
Kentucky’s Mobile Processing Unit
(MPU). Don Van Erden, The Van Erden
Group, reviewed the role of the MPU and
market opportunities by species for the
following: rabbit, free-range chicken,
quail, Cornish game hens, catfish, shrimp,
bass, trout, and red claw crayfish. His
study showed that currently there is little
evidence that additional docking stations
beyond the two that currently exist are
needed, but should be considered as mar-
kets develop. Van Erden also noted that
making a diverse and statewide group of
farmers aware of the MPU and its capa-
bilities will be crucial to its success.

Gae Broadwater, KSU, reviewed the
financial/economic components of the
MPU, including fixed costs, and break-
even points. Broadwater also reviewed
her 7 recommendations, which included
the development of enterprise budgets for
small farm operations with selected spe-

cies mentioned in this study.

For a copy of the study, send a writ-
ten request to our office (fax/e-mail). For
details about projects funded at the March
or April meeting, visit our news releases

=

at agpolicy.ky.gov/news.shmtl.
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ADF Project: Entrepreneurial Coaching

bout a hundred people

interested in increasing

the entrepreneurial cul-
ture of northeastern Kentucky
gathered at Carter Caves State
Resort Park in mid-April to kick
off the Kentucky Entrepreneurial
Coaches Institute.

The goals of the Institute in-
clude stimulating diversification
beyond tobacco dependency,
strengthening community support
for entrepreneurs, and building a

support network for entrepreneurs.

Through the entrepreneurial
coaches program, 30 participants
(fellows) will take part in nine 2-3
day seminars over a 16 month
period to develop skills to become
effective entrepreneurial coaches.
Participants will also have the op-
portunity to shadow their counter-
part in an international rural set-
ting in either Scotland or Eastern
Canada. After graduating from
the program, coaches are expected
to spend a minimum of 50 hours a
year working with entrepreneurs

or communities in the region.

During the kick off meeting,
participants listened to veteran
enterprise facilitator, Ernesto Si-

rolli, share his experiences in de-

Check presented for the Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute. A check for
$1,282,286 in Agricultural Development Funds from the KCADE grant pool was pre-
sented af kick off.

From left to right: UK President Lee Todd, Dr. Ron Hustedde, Dean M. Scott Smith,
Rep. John Will Stacy, Keith L. Rogers, Rep. Robin Wehb, Rep. Adrian Arnold, and Rep.

Tanya Pullin

veloping an entrepreneurial culture
within a community. Mr. Sirolli
was joined by President Lee Todd
and Community Development Spe-
cialists from the University of Ken-
tucky, as well as area legislators
and representatives of the Agricul-
tural Development Board. Together
they challenged people from this
tobacco-dependent region to create
a new, diversified economy that
includes a focus on entrepreneur-
ship.

Applications to become a par-
ticipant are due June 1 with final
selection of fellows made by July
15. The applicant must live or
work in the 19-county target area
[Bath, Bracken, Carter, Elliott,

Fleming, Grant, Greenup, Harri-
son, Lawrence, Lewis, Mason,
Menifee, Morgan, Nicholas,
Owen, Pendleton, Robertson,
Rowan, and Wolfe], and have
close ties to agriculture, economic
development, and civic minded
groups.

For more information, visit
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/KECI/ or
contact Dr. Ronald Hustedde at
(859) 257-3186 or e-mail
rhusted@uky.edu.

—

ADF News Releases:

http://agpolicy.ky.gov/news.shtml

ATTENTION: County Council Member Terms Expire June 30, 2004
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Phase Il Update: Amnesty Program

n March of the year, the Kentucky

Tobacco Settlement Trust Corpo-

ration approved an Amnesty Pro-
gram for Phase II. This week certifica-
tion forms were mailed to farms that
have not been certified for all or a por-
tion of the grower and tenant pounds.

Claim Form Procedures & Deadlines

These claim forms must be com-

pleted and returned promptly to

Kentucky Tobacco Certification
Claimtrack Services Group
P.O. Box 600488

Jacksonville, FL 32260-0488

Claim forms must be postmarked no
later than June 30, 2004.

To be considered complete, the
claim form MUST BE SIGNED by ALL
parties involved with each farm. If the
same person fits all of the roles desig-
nated, then that person must sign all sec-
tions that pertain to him/her. The claim
form must be signed in ALL places indi-
cated on the form. If there is a signature
line, then it must be filled in with a sig-
nature. Any application that does not
include the SIGNATURE and SOCIAL
SECURITY NUMBER of an eligible
party will be incomplete and payments
will NOT be made.

Regional Outreach Sessions

To answer questions about the
Phase II Amnesty Program or the Phase
IT Program in general, the KTSTC staff
will conduct regional outreach sessions
in five locations across the Common-
wealth June 8-10.

Please encourage your producers to
take advantage of this opportunity to
receive one-on-one assistance. Ques-
tions about the claim form or eligibility
requirements can also be answered by
contacting the toll-free HELP LINE at
1-877-549-2537.

Why Have an Amnesty Program?

Since 2001, the Phase II Board has
kept the same distribution plan. Part of
that plan pays the Growing Farm and
Grower/Tenant portion based upon the
average of crop year 1998, 1999, and
2000 certified payment pounds. If a
farm had available Grower/Tenant or
Growing Farm payment pounds in any
of those years but they were not
claimed, that farm would continue to not
receive payment for those unclaimed
pounds. The amnesty program provides
a final opportunity for those Grower/
Tenants and Growing Farms to be in-

cluded on future payments. g

Phase Il Amnesty Program:
Toll-free HELP LINE

(877) 549-2537

Amnesty Program
Regional Outreach
Session Schedule

..................

Tuesday, June 8
8:00 am - 12:00 p.m.
Owensboro, KY
Daviess Co. Extension
4800A New Hartford Rd.

Tuesday, June 8
5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Glasgow, KY
Barren Co. High School
507 Trojan Trail

Wednesday, June 9
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Somerset, KY
Pulaski Co. Extension
28 Parkway Drive

Wednesday, June 9
5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Morehead, KY
Reid Hall Auditorium
(Room 419)/ Morehead
Campus

Thursday, June 10
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Lexington, KY
Fayette Co. Extension
1140 Red Mile Place

..................
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Updated Model
Program Totals

Reporting Update

Cumulative Totals from
2001 to 2004

Agricultural
Diversification
Est. September 2001
$8,287,861
81 Counties

Cattle Genetics
Est. February 2001
$8,900,163
104 Counties

Cattle Handling
Est. June 2001
$13,330,748
97 Counties

Fencing Improvement
Est. March 2003
$2,595,798
32 Counties

Forage Improvement
Est. March 2001
$17,251,696
100 Counties

Goat Diversification
Est. August 2001
$2,643,578
83 Counties

Hay, Straw &
Commodity Storage
Est. November 2002

$9,046,549
75 Counties

On-Farm Water
Enhancement
Est. March 2003
$432.432
8 Counties

he current model program re-

porting forms have been re-

vised for usability, consis-
tency, and accuracy in data collection.

The forms are available on-line for
administrator download at this link:
agpolicy.ky.gov/funds/reporting.shtml.
To save time and money in re-entering
data from submitted reports, all pro-
grams are required to use the new
forms beginning with 1st Quarter
2004, which was due April 15.

If you need assistance in finding
local resources that will allow you to
submit electronic reports, then please
contact our office, and we will help put
you in contact with local people that
can help.

Producer Reporting / Closeout

After several meetings between UK
officials, extension agents, and GOAP
staff, producer reporting/closeout forms
are becoming a reality. The producer
reporting forms should be available by
the end of May. These forms will al-
low program administrators the ability
to obtain information from producers
for both the quarterly and the closeout
reports before the producer receives
their cost-share funds. The information
for the closeout report will help the
Agricultural Development Board estab-
lish a baseline by which the economic
impact and benefit of these programs
can be determined, while the quarterly
reporting information provides detail
on how model program money is being

—

spent.

GOAP Website Updates@lUpcoming Meetings

County Account Availability(4/29/04) posted:
http://agpolicy ky.gov/funds/availability.shtml

ADF Board Meeting Details updated:
http://agpolicy ky.gov/board/meetings.shtml

Calendar updated:
http://agpolicy.ky.gov/calendar.shtml

Model Program Reporting Forms:
http://agpolicy ky.gov/funds/
program_reporting.shtml

Tobacco Settlement Oversight
Committee

Tuesday, June 8, 1:00 p.m.
Frankfort
Agricultural Development Board
Friday, June 18, 10:00 a.m.
Hopkinsville

KY Ag. Finance Corporation
Friday, June 25, 9:30 a.m.
Frankfort

If you wish to receive any of the documents mentioned in this newsletter either via fax or regular mail, please
contact our office by e-mail, govkyagpolicy@ky.gov, or by phone, (502) 564-4627.

An Equal Opportunity Employer M /F /D
©Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy, 2004

All Rights Reserved.
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